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From My Heart  
 

 

Where has 2017 gone?  It doesn’t seem 

like twelve months ago that we were 

preparing for 2017 as we are now preparing 

for 2018.  That reminds me that we must be 

about our Father’s business because time is passing. 

 

I am proud of what this church has done in 2017.  You are 

a focused, caring, sacrificial people. 

 

The response to the messages from the book of Acts has 

been positive.  We are seeing how to be the church in the 

21
st
 century by modeling after those churches and 

individuals in the 1
st
 century.  In December, I am planning to 

share these messages: 

December 3:  Dealing with Those Who Disappoint,  

(Acts 8:9-25) 

December 10:  Good Things Happen When We Follow 

the Leader, (Acts 8:26-40) 

December 17:  Who Not to Overlook, (Acts 9:1-9) 

December 31:  God Will Take Care of You, (Acts 9:23-31) 

 

Allow me to wish you a great holiday season.  Theresa and 

I love you.  We appreciate your friendship to us.  We are 

here to walk alongside of you in the days ahead. 

 

Glad to be your pastor, 
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New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-16).............................. $632,216.16 

New Building Fund Given since January ................................... $1,980.00 

Total Given ............................................................................ $634,196.16 
 

New Building Fund balance as of October 31, 2017 ......... $609,166.85 
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.) 

 

 

 

 
 

Through November 26, 2017 (48 weeks) 

Budget Goal ........................................................................... $309,752.16 

Budget Given ......................................................................... $283,672.69 

Difference ............................................................................... ($26,079.47) 

Budget Expenses (thru 10-31-17) .......................................... $270,094.97 

 
 
 
 

Golden Offering 
for Tennessee Missions 

Goal:  $2,000.00 
Given:  $2,270.00 

Largest Offering Ever Given! 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention! 
Regular Monthly Business Meeting Moved to Sunday 
night, December 17. 

 

Given Last Year: $4,574.50 
Most Given-2015: $6,616.00 



 
 
I want to start this month’s article by just simply saying WOW!  Our 
Wednesday night Secrets Savored ladies did an AMAZING job putting 
together our Thanksgiving event.  We had 40+ ladies ranging in age 
from 12-80!  That turnout is a huge answer to prayer.  Ever since 
Katrina and I took over the women’s ministry, we’ve had a burden for 
the divide that existed between the ladies’ generations in our church.  
This event proved that the divide is being bridged and amazing things 
are happening.  Our Secrets Savored class will continue to meet on 
Wednesdays through December.  We will be working on a couple of 
ministry projects for our church, as well as our community.  We’re also 
excited about continuing with Book 2 in January!  So if you haven’t 
joined us for Book 1, please make plans to join us. 
 

While we voted to set our 2017 Lottie Moon goal at $2,250 for this 
year, we’ve realized that amount was based on wrong information.  
Last year we collected $4,574.50 for Lottie Moon.  We will be setting a 
new goal soon!!  I can tell you the recommendation will be $5,000, but 
that is not official until the church votes.  Please be preparing your 
hearts now to achieve our desired goal. 
 

Our annual Christmas Party is Friday, December 1 at 6:30pm.  Please 
make plans to party with us.  More information can be found in the 
invite below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lastly, planning for the 2018 Retreat is in the works, deposits will be 
due Sunday, January 21.  Please let us know ASAP if you’re planning 
to join us. 

Jen 
615-202-8922 
projectjoy.ssbc@gmail.com 

 

  
 

Here are the three healthy tensions we’ve looked at together in my 
newsletter articles thus far: 
1.  God is both very far above us and yet always very near to us. 
2.  God desires our minds (truthful doctrine) and our hearts (loving 

devotion). 
3.  Our worship must begin internally and then spill over naturally to 

biblical external expressions of worship. 
 

Healthy Tension 4:  Vertical and Horizontal.  Have you ever heard a 
preacher ask you to build a box around you, shut out all the people 
around you, all the other voices in the room, and let it be just you and 
God (and the preacher’s voice)?  I have many times, and I understand 
why every time.  I’m sure you do too! 
 

If we gather for worship and miss God because we’re distracted by 
everything else going on around us, we will have missed the point of 
our gathering…that point is exactly GOD!  We stay distracted very 
often all week long.  Our worship is for Him.  He created us to worship 
Him alone.  His display of love through His Son Jesus is the center of 
celebration in our worship.  Worship was here before the world began, 
and it will be here for eternity because God alone deserves to be 
worshipped.  Our worship must be vertically focused on God and His 
Son through His Holy Spirit. 
 

But we don’t just gather and block everyone else out, or at least we 
shouldn’t.  We are to be aware of our brothers and sisters in Christ, to 
edify or build them up, to encourage them to trust God in their present 
circumstances, to love on them as we worship.  We are to be aware of 
the lost among us who are watching…watching and wondering if God 
is real, and making decisions about our God because of expressions 
they see on our faces and words we are singing/saying.  If worship 
was only about you and God, you could do that in the privacy of your 
home and never gather.  But we are commanded to gather for lots of 
reasons. 
 

Some people focus on God as they come to worship and miss all 
those around them who are in need of their loving touch.  Others focus 
on all the people around them and miss God’s very voice and 
presence. 
 

The best example I know of this vertical and horizontal tension in 
worship is the cross of Jesus.  One vertical beam.  One horizontal 
beam.  Jesus dying on the cross is the single greatest act of glorifying 
God in worship.  Jesus dying on the cross is also the single greatest 
act of love focused on everyone standing around Him as He died.  The 
cross - a perfect unison of worshipping God and loving others.  
Vertical and horizontal. 
 

Are you aware of both elements when we gather as a church?  I pray 
yes. Blessings, 

 Pastor Phillip 
 859-635-6554 

 phillipbrunner@me.com 

 Sunday School 

Gathering Together for Worship  

Church is like ______ to me because _______. 
 

How would you finish this analogy?  Would you describe it as a family?  A foundation?  A beacon?  Perhaps it is a 
question mark or just a building.  Maybe it is like a straight-jacket or pair of handcuffs. 
 

An analogy is defined as a comparison between two things, typically for the purpose of explanation or clarification; 
a thing that is comparable to something else in significant respects.  It shows a deeper connection between things.  
So, I wonder what analogy you would use to show your connection to the church; not just Silver Springs Baptist 
Church, but the church as the body of Christ? 

 

Church has been described as “a hospital for the broken” or “a family I never had.”  Church should be a freeing place where our focus is 
on Christ.  Perhaps if it feels like bondage, there are unresolved issues that we need to leave at God’s feet. 
 

Consider the following story:  A member of a church stopped attending.  After a few weeks, the pastor went to visit him on a chilly 
evening.  The man had a blazing fire burning.  The pastor sat beside the man in front of the fireplace, but said nothing.  After several 
minutes, the pastor took fire tongs, carefully picked up a burning ember and placed it on one side of the hearth all alone.  The church 
member watched all of this in silence.  As the one lone ember’s flame diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no 
more.  Soon it was cold as it had been before.  Just before the pastor was ready to leave, he picked up the cold, dead ember and 
placed it back in the middle of the fire.  Immediately it began to glow once more with the light and warmth of the burning coals around it. 
 

This analogy shows us that when we separate ourselves from church and church family, we become like that one cold, dead coal.  
However, when we are put back into a group of like-minded Christians, our fire begins to burn again.  How brightly does your “coal” 

burn? Katrina & Eric 

project:JOY 



Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to Lois Hacker in 
the death of her brother; to Bob Porter in the death of his sister; 
to Betty Bradford, Gail Burnette, & family in the death of 
Turner Bradford; to Amber Cummings in the death of her 
brother; and to Eric Smith in the death of his uncle. 

Ignite Kids Ministry 

Note of Thanks 

SSBC People in the News 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
 6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service 
  Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training 
  Nursery:  birth-2 yrs. 
  Mission Friends:  3 yrs.-K 
  Children in Action (co-ed missions 

program grades 1-5) 
  Youth Fuel Worship Service 
  Special Friends Class 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our 
Church 
Schedule 

 
 

Rachel Walker was mentioned in an article in The Chronicle about her 
going to Haiti to start a school. 
 
 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
There are no appropriate words that can convey our appreciation to you 
during Daddy's illness and "going Home celebration."  You have been 
such a faithful family of believers for your consistent visits, cards, food, 
and prayers; especially prayers not only for Daddy but Mama also.  
Thank you so very much! In Christian Love, 
 Gail Burnette & the Bradford family 
 
Thank you for hosting our annual meeting.  You did an excellent job!  
We were blessed by such an amazing choir and a day or worship.  
Thanks! Dave Shelley 
 
Thank you Silver Springs Baptist Church for the beautiful plant and all 
the cards you sent in honor of my brother Sherrill Davidson, who 
passed away October 27.  They meant so much to me and my family.
 Sincerely, 
 Lois & Osbon Hacker 
Dear Church Family, 
Your kindness and support to me and my family during this sad time of 
loss is truly appreciated.  Jim loved his church family.  Thank you for the 
prayers, calls, hospital visits, cards, & the beautiful flowers.  Also to all 
who graciously cooked and served our family.  Your love, 
thoughtfulness, and support during this difficult time will never be 
forgotten. In Christ, 
 Marie 
 
Thank you for the beautiful flowers you sent in memory of my sister, 
Estelle.  Thank you, too, for your prayers, phone calls, and cards.  Your 
support has helped ease the sorrow. May God Bless You, 
 Robert Porter 
 
Thank you for giving us a place to hold our meetings! 
 Girl Scout Troop 425 

 
 

Memorial Gifts 
Memorial gifts were given to the church for a specific memory by 
non-church members in memory of both George Davis and Jim 
Morphis. 

Inclement Weather Plan 
Silver Springs will strive to meet every 

appointed time.  However, when services must 

be altered, please call the church office for a 

recorded message (615-758-7853).  If services are as 

scheduled please use your good judgment concerning your 

attendance.  We will notify the local TV stations of changes.  

You may check the Silver Springs website:  

www.silverspringsbaptist.com. 

 
 
 1 6:30 p.m. project:JOY 2017 Christmas Party 
 3-10  Week of Prayer for International Missions & the Lottie 

Moon Christmas Offering 
 9 1:00 p.m. Silver Springers' Christmas Lunch (Senior Adults) at The 

Wildberry Cafe' in Lebanon 
   Young Adult Ministry Christmas Party 
10 10:00 a.m. 2018 Proposed Budget Available 
  6:00 p.m. A Christmas Night of Worship 
12 11:00 a.m. Executive Board Christmas Brunch, WCBA Office 
13 6:30 p.m. Town Hall Meeting for 2018 Proposed Budget 
17 6:00 p.m. Regular Monthly Business Meeting/Vote on 2018 

Proposed Budget 
24  No Evening Service 
25  CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
31  New Year’s Eve 

 
 

 
 October November 
Sunday School .................... 106 Sunday School..................... 101 
Morning Worship ................. 119 Morning Worship .................. 112 
Evening Worship ................... 50 Evening Worship .................... 48 
Wednesday Evening ............ N/A Wednesday Evening ............ N/A 
 
Undesignated ............... $29,565.25 Undesignated............... $31,044.33 
Building Fund .................... $280.00 Building Fund ...................... $75.00 
GOTM................................ $975.00 GOTM ............................... $250.00 
Joy Center ......................... $120.00 Joy Center .......................... $90.00 
OCC .................................... $27.00 Silver Springers ............. $1,225.00 
  OCC.................................. $236.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
96 boxes were collected for Operation Christmas Child. 
Thank you for your support and prayers over this amazing 
ministry.  Our children and youth ministries had a fantastic time 
putting these boxes together. 
 



 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
MT. JULIET,  TN 
PERMIT NO. 116 

Silver Springs Baptist Church 
9938 Lebanon Road 
Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2018 Church Budget Adoption 

Scheduled Altered 
December 10: 10:00 a.m. 2018 Proposed Budget Available 

December 13: 6:30 p.m. Town Hall Meeting for 

  2018 Proposed Budget 

December 17: 6:00 p.m. Regular Church Business Meeting 

and adoption of 2018 Budget 

(Regular business will take place until 6:30 p.m., at which time the 

2018 proposed budget will be considered.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas/New Year’s Holiday Schedule 
December 24: 10:00 a.m. Sunday Celebration 

 6:00 p.m. No Evening Praise Service 

December 25: Church Office Closed 

December 31: All services as scheduled 

January 1: Church Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

 

Year-End Giving Procedure 
For those who desire to make year end contributions to Silver 

Springs Baptist Church or any of the ministries we support, 

contributions must be in the church office no later than noon on 

December 30 (if mailed they must be postmarked by this date) 

to be posted in 2017.  There will not be any exceptions.  This is 

IRS regulated.  We cannot receive a post-dated check in 2018 

for a 2017 contribution. 

 

 

(All Ladies) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in carpooling, see Beverly Birdsong. 
 
 
 

Phoebe Connections Christmas Party 
(Widows) 

December 9  9:30 a.m. 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Life Center 

 

Bring items for Renacer Iglesia Bautista. 
 
 
 

Silver Springers' Christmas Lunch 
(Senior Adults) 

Saturday, December 9  1:00 p.m. 
The Wildberry Cafe' in Lebanon 

Cost:  $10.00 per person 
Reservations are required and payment is due no later than 
Sunday, December 3.  For more information or to sign up, 
please contact Shirley at 615-453-0853. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Christmas Party 

December 9  5:00 p.m. 
Jennifer & Jeff Medlin’s Home 

113 Dogwood Trail, Mt. Juliet 
 


